
2024 ONTARIO CONSERVATION
OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Dryden, Ontario – The Ontario Conservation Officers Association (OCOA) is pleased to announce that Colin 
Langford has been selected as the 2024 Ontario Conservation Officers Association - Officer of the Year.   

Colin is currently a Conservation Officer Sergeant with the Ministry of Natural Resources Dryden/Sioux Lookout 
Enforcement Unit. Colin has been an active and respected member in the communities that he has served including 
Dryden, Sioux Lookout and Ignace.

Colin is highly respected and highly regarded amongst OCOA members for his leadership, initiative and motivation. 
Colin is seen regularly in his community as an involved spectator or an active volunteer that upholds a high level of 
professionalism that promotes the conservation officer profession with a high level of professionalism when off duty. 
Colin is well known and accepted locally with the Ontario Provincial Police, His former OCOA Regional 
Representative and the Current OCOA President,

“Colin is a well-respected member of the community in Dryden. Colin was regularly seen at the Dryden 
arena, watching and coaching minor hockey… trading his patrol boots for skates, and going straight out onto
the ice. Seeing Colin trade his uniform to coach also gave the kids and parents a different, positive 
perspective of Conservation Officers. Colin gave up his valuable time to teach his children and local kids 
how to play hockey, but he taught them more than just the rules and how to shoot a puck. He instilled 
confidence in their abilities and taught them respect, I’m certain those lessons will remain with each one of 
those players who were lucky enough to have him as a coach, my two sons included.” – Pete Boss, Dryden
O.P.P. Officer

“Colin has a level of dedication and commitment to the resources and the people that enjoy them that is 
unmatched. Colin is a well known member of the community through his work and through his volunteer time
spent within the City of Dryden. I believe he is absolutely deserving of recognition as OCOA Officer of the 
Year, although he would never ask for it, nor would he want it. He is selfless and a wealth of wisdom, 
knowledge, and optimism for the things that he does” ~ OCOA Regional Rep Travis Stromness

“Colin is a consummate professional and believes in natural resource protection, and OCOA is very happy 
that Colin has worked to foster and coach OCOA members as they embark on their careers. On his time off 
you can find him at the hockey arena, contributing his coaching knowledge and skills for both his family and 
the families of many others in the community coaching minor hockey” ~ OCOA President Brendan Cote

Recognition for Colin’s grand efforts include having been a previous award winner with the OCOA when He received 
the Award of Valor and a Certificate of Valor from the North American Wildlife Officers Association (NAWEOA 2021) 
as well as the NAWEOA Outstanding Service Award (2024). In addition to this, Colin is often called upon by 
community members for burning questions at the hockey rink, while shopping or at school events. Colin’s passion for 
his family, natural resources and community all receives a deep level of His contribution and devotion.

Colin was presented with his award at a private OCOA gathering in Dryden on September 30th, amongst family, 
friends and coworkers.

More information including the criteria of the award winner can be found on the OCOA website.

For more information contact:

Brendan Cote
www.ocoa.ca
bcote@ocoa.ca

http://www.ocoa.ca





